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sOME NEW BOOXS.

A Fparvey Through Anatelia, Porsis, and
Turkestan.

Under the title of A Ride Through Western
Awia, by Crype Bionam, the Moessrs, Maomii-
1an have publinhied the record of & journey por-
farmod in 1800-76 from Constantinople to Kaah-
grr. The author, formierly an ofMcer in the
Grenadier Guards, s now, we learn, a corre
spondent for one of the princlipal Faglinh nows
P prrs in southeastern FKorope, The diffculty
of the projeot which he contrived to carry out
will be evident when wa recall the fact that,
toward tho ead of June, 18805, when ho prepared
to atart upon ala tour, ths troubles In Armenla
Bad reached an monule stage. Asla Minor
wns roported to be ashut agalnst trav
ellora, and an Irade bad theaas |ssusd
forvidding all Furopesns from entering
tho Asiatio ptovinces of Turkey north of the
Lobanon, It was unly owing to sxiraordinary
good luok that the author of this book was able
to traverss Anatolin and cross the Porslan
frontier, Of the four ways of entering Asia
Minnr Mr, Ilgham choss the moat direct, that,
mninaly, from  the Bosporus to Krrerum,
which s practically the eapital 0! Armenin.
Hardly any ono bhad followed this route since
Capt, Burnaby, and it was decmad Impraction
ble, first, bocause it roquired a start from Con-
stantinaple, where the offlelals wonld be va the
alert, and secondly, becavss it Involved travel
Ting through s parlt of the country espocially
bostile to Euromeans and along o loe
of tnwns In each of which a powerful pasha
wonld douhlless try to praveut a traveller from
going further, Naverthelsen, It was this route
which aur muthor resolved upon,and toward
the close af July lie laft Constantinapls, aocom-
panied by & Turkish servant nnd provided with
an ordinary teavelllue passpoert, such as Olte-
mAan aubjects apply for,

Withont noting in dotali the various obata
eles sarmounted, wo will merely say that our

© muthor pmceosded by rall to Angora, where

be finally obtalned pormission to go on horse-
back two bundred and ninety milea further
to Sivas, whenee ho could push on as he
might to Erserum, Bayazid, and the Turkiah
frontier, Of Angorn we are told that it Is more
ke o Levantine than a Turkish vity, being tull
of Greek, Itallan, nnd Armenlan traders. The
baganrs aro woll stocked, but typical Ottoman
wares nre few., ‘l'bo clty of Sivas, where losser
Armenla beging, lics ontalde the beaten track,
mid retalns more of s ancient beauty than
slthor Angorn or FErserum, which are in onsy
communication with the const of the Black Sew,
and, therisfore, have baon more nffected by the
sdvanceof time, Theneighboring country s sup-
posed to bo rich in Hittite remnins, but, aa yet,
vory few discoveries huve heen made, The few
Weatern archiwologlsta  who bhave attempted
to snpplenient thelr Hterary researches by exca-
wations have been disconrnged by the Turkish
Governwent. It appenrs, however, that 1andl
Bey, the curntor of the Stamboul museum and
the disroverer of Lthe great Sldon sarcopbagi,
has uopportunities for exploration at Sivas
which are denled ta Europeans, and the hope s
expressed by our author that he will organize
some plan for excavation which may afford a
patlafactory yield, Sivas s inbhabited by Turks,
Ar Ians, and Clr inns, each natlonality
inhabiting a different quarter of the town,
Kurds also, migrating from one encampment to
another, pour in from time to time. Other hirds
of passage are the Levaniinea and Jews. Seen
from the hill on the west, the city Is described
as alittle paradise. Built on a cool, sparkling
river, with gardens on Ita banks, it presents an
enchanting contrast 1o the burni-up, barren
country which surrounds it. Our travelier rode
straight to the ** Aflon," or oplum khan, whero
be ook the best room he could got. The furni-
ture connisted of a long den sottle, a g ¥
rug, nnd an old brass clock, The khan was full
of Turkish traders, who were sitting in the pub-
1 room overlooking the street when the trov-
eller eame in. They talked little and amoked a
groat deal, drinking smnll cups of Turkish cof-
feé at frequent Intérvals. This coffee, we are
told, is very gnod, but far too apveet. None of
the traders Mr. Bigham saw at Sivas ever
svomed to be transacting business in any other
fastlon. The ouly pretty things to be bought in
thisa place nre the "kamchis,” or silver riding
whips, which the Circassians moke beauti-
fully; they are only made to order, however,
anid are, therefors, seldom procurable by travel-
lers. It is, our author reports, imponsible to
exaggerate the Ignorance and backwardness of
the people in this part of the Ottoman Empire.
They have managed to stand st!ll for centuries.
There are no roads, no schools, no hospltals, no
attempta to do anything for the poor. A lofty
contempt for Europeans and thelr civilization
prevails even among most of the oducated
Turkn, and barely one man ina thousand has a
dim idea that, perbaps, an enlightened and rep-
resentative govornmont might contribute to his
material happiness. At Kochlssar, a lown not
far to the oast of Bivas, the Kaimakam, or
Governor, asked the traveller to lunch,
and proved to be exceptionally ingulsitive
about rallways, Waa it true, he naked, that one
could travel a six hours' journey in n single
bour! When he was told that a two-dnys' jour-
ney could bo accompllahed In one hour, he pi-
ously ejaculated, ** God Is great ! but apparent-
¥ did not bellove it, for he presently deaired to
know how the train walked so fast. Mr. Rig-
ham started upon a laborious explanation of the
machinery, but both his Turkish and his dic-
tionary falled hin when be got'to the plston ar-
rangements, and tho Kaimakam smiled at what
be thought was his bad lying,

At Erninjan, about mmidway hetween Sivas and
Krzerum, Mr, Bigham found the gardens and
pavilions surrounding the town exceedingly at-
tractive. These aro bullt for the harems of the
rich morchants. The gardens are lald out in the
stralght walks, edged by rows of dwarfed trees,
ronventional Peralan style; that is, In long,
thickly plantod, and shallow streams intersect-
ing the avenues. There is generally a fountain
or tank {n the centre of the garden, but no
flower bedn. The lodge or pavilion can accom-
modate elght or ten guests boesides Lhe perma-
nent harem, and the owners ride out from
the city In the long summer aflernoons
and entertaln each other In  their gar
dens, In Ersinjan Iteelf, the long, covered
bassars are well pstocked with frult, cot.
tans, cloth, and silver. But the place s
malnly given over Lo soldiers; itis the head-
guarters of an army corps which, It seema, i
excoptionally well equipped and disciplined,
The * hammams," or publle baths, reputed very
fine, proved dlsappointing. They are low and
dark and quite bare of oroament. In Persin
tho baths are far more pleasing, belug lavishly
decorated with pletures. The Sunnis, or Turks
and Arabs of the Bunnite or orthodox sect of
Tslam, are taught by the Koran that the delinea-
tion of the human form is unlawful, & teach-
Ing which ohviously narrows the scope of thelr
decorstive art. Our traveller was much struck
in Ersinjan by the apathy of the populace. In
tho bagaars tho salesmen sat staring in front of
thom, repelling rather than nitracting customers,
and if the visltors were pounced upon aa they
walkked through, it was alwaye by an Armenlan,
The mental duluess of the Turk is often called
stolclsm and lmpassiveness by his apologists,
butit seemed to Mr. Bigham to deserve s worse
oame, The climate and the Koran together
bavo fostored the Turk's Inertia to such an ex-
sent thut, with the oxcoption of tho soldiers, not
aman in Ersinjan looked alive, On the other
hand, the Fleld Murshal, Mahomot Zek ki Pasha,
Commander of the Fourth Army Corps, who
wis then Lliving at scnie distance from Ereinjan,
proved comparatively wide awake, A Circas-
sian Ly birth, and trained in tho most rigorous
Mussulman school, ho s described as one
of the most remarkable mon in Turkoy, Iis
rapld rise to power, howover—he (s now
about &0—was duo aloost entirely to
the iofluence of his wsister, who s one
of the Eulian's favorites in the harew st Yildis
Kionk. It is certain that he has greatly im-
proved the seldiery under his command, and,
by suppressing brignnduge and encouraging
trade, be Les given tho tercitory undos bis con-
trol unpreoedonted teanguillliy, According to
our author e is by no moans a narrow man;
throughout Turkoy ho is regardod as o possible
regonorstor of tho Uttoman Empire. Ho de
plored the Turkieh law which probibits any re-
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unlon of the ofMcers; to this he atiributed the
1nck of eaprii de eorps among them. e ahowed
an oven mind on asothor question, belug in
favor of permitiing the Rayahs, o Christian
pabjects of the Sultan, to serve In Lhe army with
the Musstiimans. The reason he gave was that
the Armonians wonld then be dispersed more
avonly and widaly, would be betler disciplined,
and would give 1ees trouble,
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Of Erseram, we learn that what proapority the
city still posscases is chlefly due to Armenian
enterprise, though the Armenians have sulYosed
more cruelties (n thin place than anywhers slse,
Lying at the junction of the TroMzond, Sivas,
Kars and Tabreez ronds, Ercerom has, at all
timen, been a groat mart on the earavan routes
from Constantinoplo and the Black Hen to Por-
sla, and from Asla Minor to the Caucesus, 'The
Russiane Mave long recognired its importance
and they eaptarsd L in the war of 1877. The
presont  fortifcations conslst of a parapot
with high alopes, usoless ngainst modern
slogo gune, and » pestilential ditch which hos
boen responsible for the death of two
thouzand soldlers in a alngle sonson. The
clty, howover, standing as it doos at an altitude
of 0,000 feel, ia naturally healthful. When
our traveller wan there the commission ap-
pointed to Investigate the massncres of 1804 In
tha Hassun and Mush districts was Just leaving
the vity, thelr inquiry baving been comploted.
Wenare to'd that the jndges looked carsworn
and milserabls. Tho olnss of Turk to which they
belongel does nol appreciate revolting dotalls,
and It was reporind that, on their first vislt to
tho Sassun ditch, they had boon oeverwhelmed
with disgust. The delegates from the English,
French and Russinn embassies had gone on by
poat to Trebirond, worn out with the arduous
task of discriminating botween conflioting evi-
dence,  From what our author learned upon
the ampot ho s convinced that all that
was done Lo impress Europe with the atroclous
inhumanity of Lthe crimes commitied in the wil-
nyets of Kurdistan was entirely dues to the zeal
of the European delegates. They worked hard
and fmithfully to get at the truth, In Lthe face of
systematic opoosition from the offleinl disponsers
of Justice. Curiously cnongh, the Kurds, In
spite of the opinlon current In Turkey that the
English, though great in shipe, are nothiug by
Innd, had Just sent a monster petition 1o Queen
Victoria sotting forth the ungenoroua treatment
they hind recelved from the Sultan, and offer-
Ing an alllance, They lald emphasis on the fact
that they had alwayas liyed on friendly terms with
the Armonlans, many of whom were their slaves,
untll latterly, when they had been forced by
peremplory orders from the palnce to 11l treat
and murder them. Now they were Informed
that the Sultan was exculpating himaelt to the
cablnets of Europe by alleging that the masaa-
cres had been wantonly commilted by the
Kurda, Sofar as our author's personal expe-
rience went, the Kurds are far more attractive
to tho casunl observer than the Armenlans, In
spite of thelr brigand lives they are mors honest
and stralghtforward, and they bear pain with
remarkable fortitude. They are far more strict
in thoir observance of the Koran than are the
Turke. The opinion s expressed that they
suffer as much as the Armenians, if not
more, at the hands of the Ottoman Government,
but thelr complaints do not reach so far. Of
the Armenlans, Mr. Blghnm did not geta very
favornble Impression. e quotes with approval
the statement of another Kuropean traveller
that, llke most Asiatle Christiany, the' Arme-
nlans do the faith they profesa no crodit, and
thelr Christianity seems to be but nominal,
They are, we are assured, almost entirels ignos-
ant of thelr religion. Thelr Bible, indeed, and
sacred books are writton in the ancient tongues,
which none but the priests understand. In ses
ular matters, however, they are a remarkably
clever people, excellent lingulsts and Intelligent
traders. But, according to our author, when
this Is sald all {3 said, and their other
characteristics are just thoss which mn
Englishman dislikes. Astute and subtle, they
possess in Anla n reputation very simllar to that
enjoyed by the Jows in E Thelr leanly
habits, thelr strong pre-disposition to lying and
cowardice, account in part for the hatred felt
for them by the Turks. On the other hand, the
fact is undenied, and the signifleance of it s not
underrated, that for centuries the Armenlana
have been the victims of barbarous oppression,
while in our own timo their treatment has
aroused the indignation of Furope. Of the
European and American missionaries encoun.
tered by Mr, Bigham, he reports that their per-
sonal character is beyond praise, but it seemed
to him that their efforts were made In a wrong
direction. Itis pointed out that, in spite of the
zoal, the Inbor, and the money given by wise and
energetic men to the work of converting Mosloms
in Turkey to Christianity, hardly any real con-
verts are ever made. In Persia the outcome of
such efforts in the same. Mr, Bighaom recalls
mecting s missionary in China, at Kashgar,who
had been working there ten years and had not a
single convert to show for his pains. The Mus-
sulman knows that, according to the Koran, he
will be eternally damned if be changes lils faith.
Ho knows, too, that such a chango means death
from the hands of his former corcligionists, Ko
the misslonaries work on almost hopelesa
ground, The author i{s inclined to hold that
wume of the moner devoted to missions in Tur-
koy and Pernin would do more good if it were
turned to the more prosaic end of making ronds,
ot bullding bridges, schools, and hospitals,

At Bayazia, which, like Mete, had once the
reputation of belng s virgin fortress, but which
fell to Russln In 187H, Mr. Bigham sald that,
had the Russinne beon suffered to retain it, It
would now be one of the strongest cities In the
world, It cccuples a position of groat natural
strength, lylng, as it does, high up on the face
of a mouniain flanked by frowning cliffa. At
this trontier city, he passed Lho last night which
he was to spend In Turkey for some time, He
learned that the delimiwation of territory be-
tween Turkey und Persla In this quarter
was a fruitful subject for disagrecments,
which are Intensifled by the hatred exist-
ing botween (ho Sunnis and the BShiahs,
Roughly speaking, the Bunnls comprise all
Turks and Arabs, the Afghans and the Moslema
of Tndin and Central Asin; they look upon the
Hultan as the present Caliph or sucoessor to the
Prophot, The Bhinhs are, for the most part, Per-
sinns; they bold that All, Mohammed's cousin,
wan hils true successor, nnd thelr spiritusl hond
is an invisible ““Twolith Iman,” who disapposred
down s well about nine hundred yoars ago, and
han not been hoard of alnce, though he is aup-
posed to be still alive. Hellglous authority in
Persin resldes not in the Shah, but lua Qhilef
Molluh, or priest, who lves at Kerbela, n groat
goal of pllgrimage to Perslans. Indesd, the
Shah rarely goes upon the *Haj,"” or pllgrim-
ngo to Mecca, for there he would find himself In
the heart of the Bunnite sect, which he detests.
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From Bayazid our traveller went to Tabrees,
and thence, by way of Ardabll, Elbure, the Cns-
plan Uitoral, Engell, snd Hesht to Teheran,
whence he proceeded southward through Is-
pahan to Pervepolls and Shiraz, Theoace, by
way of Bhnater end Dizful, he went down the
Karun Itiver to ils jnnction with the Shatel
Arab, and thenco to Hassorah and Ragdnd,
Deoferring for tho momoent & glance ut pome
of his oxperionces In Persla, we compielo
our view of what he Las to tell us aboul
Aslotle Turkey by some references (o the
short chapters which deal with the etreteh of
country called Irak Arabl, which couslsts of
the two Pashalicsof Dassorah (oursuthor writes
it Buerah) apd Bugdad, This ls o long, narrow re-
glon uot wore than 200 miles wide at any polnt,
and noarly 400 wmiles long, The Arablan or
deiort frontier runs parallel with the Kuphratos,
but abont thirty miles southwest of I, On the
onst lica Porale; the northern end Is bounded by
the vilayots of Moaul and Zor, The varlous
names which the two provinocs of Bussorah
and  Dsgdad and the adjoining reglons
bave borne are enumorated in this wol.
uwe, Irak Arabi was first called Shinar in the
Hible; then It became Chaldea, or Dabylonda,
and, under tho Romans, Mesopotamis, Its
capitals, in historical times, have boon
snccensively Habylon, Beleucis, Olesipbon, and
Bagdad,. What Ils now callod Fars was the
original Perals, the native country of the Ach-

wwonians, Its capitels were Fessepolls sod

fhirne, Arabistan fs the anclent Elam, subso-
quently Buslana, which had Busa for [ta capital,
The nrovince of Mosul, which llss north of the
provinoe of Irnk Arabl, la the anclent Assyrin,
tho eapltal of avhich ‘was Ninsvoh, which lay
near Mosul. To the east of Mosul lies Kurdl-
stan, tho anclent Media, the capital of which
waa [Eebatann, now called Mamadan. We shall
note prosontly what onr author has to tell us
nbout ithe rulns of Persopolls, Busa, and Koba-
tans, ail of wlileh he visltod,

Bassorah (tsellf reoalls Venles, It Is Luilt on
plles, anid the little erseka which run into the
Ehatel Arah, aa the estuary formed by the juno-
tlon of the Tigris and the Kuphratos ia oalled,
formod o sirect. Along the banks of Lhows
canals are bullt the brick warehouses and vilins
of the Drltdeh traders and Turkish oMelale. To
tha wost lle the bazanrs and the Arab, Christian,
Jewlsh, and Sablan quarters. Of the so-called
Sablans, a word must be snid prasently. The
spoken tongue of the ppople is chiefly Arabie,
but Turkish 1s the oMelal langunge. Trado is
almast entirely In tho handa of the Eoglish, who
bave several Iarge mercantile tirms. The
Tigria In navigated as far ns Bogdad by two
stoamahip companions, ono British and 1he other
Turkish, and tbere (s also a certaln amount of
teafMe done by salllng veasels, Thoe four kindas
of boats used are Mehclas or feluccan, baving
ono large sail; kalntohes, or pigekin rafts; bal
lume, & sort of small gondols, and gophors,
which are nothing more (han primitive tube,
For soms milos up the river strotch beantiful
gardens dotted with palm trees; when they end,
ons encounters swamps, with plenty of snipe and
plg. Deyond them tho desert. The town of Bpas-
sornh Itself Is fairly clean, and the bazasars are
airy nod well stocked. Nalther the palaco nor
mosquea are worth seclng, and the oniy good
bulilding is a new milltary hospital. There ara
three Turkish eruisers In the Shatel Arab
armwod with n few guns, but totally
unprovided with ammunition, We are told
that their commandera live In terror of the oe-
caslonn! visita of British men-of-war. English
influence In Arabia is, in fact, all powarful, an
troops could at any tima be ahippsd from Bom-
bay to Bassorah or Bagdad, or aven to Jeddah.
The Iuteresting fact Is mentioned that during
tho Armenian trouhles In 1885 the Turkish
ofMelals In Arablawere afrald of this belng done,
and the more so because they are aware that
English rule would be by no means unpopular
with the Inbabitants of Jeddah or even of Meo-
cn, 'Tho Fultan's nuthority ns Sultan amounts
to very little, and as Caliph it is nilin Arabla. If
he lost the tempornl soverelgntly, the Bunnis
would quickly abjnro is spiritual rule, Our au-
thor, therefore, finda it difcult to see where the
Turks could establish thelr capital if thoy were
turned out of Earope. Mecea would be impos-
niblo, for not only would the Sherif of that
holy city never brook any rival to his powoer,
but the means of communication with the rest
of the empire wouid depend entirely on the
good will of the masters of the Sues Canunl
Bagdad 1= too close to the Peralan and Arabinn
frontier; there the Sultan would lio at the mercy
of lukewarm allies and bitter foes. At Damascus
he would be in the country of the Nestorians,
and at Erzerum, in the heart of Armenia, An-
gora, Cresarea, or Sivas in Asin Minor, whero ho
coulil couni upon the firm support of tho Os-
manli Turks and their friends, the Moslem Clr-
casslans, are pronouncetd the only possible
places. This Is equivalent to saylng that the
loss of Stamboul would mean practically the
end of the Ottoman Empire.

Wo have referred to the Sablans, to whom one
of the quarters of Bassorah (s allotted. Con-
siderable numbers of them are also found at
Mobhnmmerah, where the Karun joins the Shatel
Arab, nt Dizful and nt Amarah, on the Tigris,
The religion of this remarkable people obliges
them to live near running water: they call
themselves not Sabians but ** MandayL," or pos-
sessors of the living word. A pecullnrity |s thelr
custom of benring two names; one their or-
dinary or everyday name and the other Lheir
religious namo, only used among themselves,
They live very much to themswelves, nover at-
tempting te proselytize; the men are akilful
workers in gold mnd asllver, and maks
beautiful inlaid boxes, which, however,
are very difficult to buy, as the Sabians dialike
selling to strangers. Their Ianguage is a Be-
mitic one, nkin to Hebrew and Aramaie, and [n it
is written their holy book, the Sidra Raba. As
far s can be ascerinined, their religion is
maoinly & worship of 5. John the Baptist, from
whom they proless to be descended. Baptism s
o great feature In thelr cercmoninl, and is al-
woays sdministered at weddings and funerals
and on feast dnys. This is the reason of thoir
Invarinbly choosing to live on tho banks of a

river, Whether they are connected with
the Sahwans is questionable, but it s
certain  that the [Pole BStar enters Into

their worship, Tho reticence they maintain
about themselves Is extraordinary, and the
greater poart of thelr tenets is still obscure.
They are, we are told, devout and upright men,
and they havo Intely begun to look on the Eng-
lish with much reapect, because the English
Consuls have protected thom from the persecu-
tion of the Turks, Mr, Bigham got bold of a
small manuseript containing a summary of thoe
Bldra Hoba, or Book of Order, which purports to
be a complote history of tho world, written by
God and given by Him to the first man. Aceord-
fug to thin seripture, the world s to exist for
four periods of a hundred thousand yehrs each.
Atthe ond of the first poriod it wos destroyed
by fire, at the end of the second by the sword,
omd st the end of the third by the
flooid. We are now, it seoms, In the
fourth period, of which about sixty thousand
years bave alreads passed; at the end of this
torm tho world will be destroyed by wind, ©f
the immediste future the book says that Islum
wlll continue for sevenly years, at the endof
which time Christlanity will become supreme,
and will remadn so for 400 years, durlng which
tme, however, all ereeds will be tolerated.
Antichrist will then appenr in Egypt, ahd the
Menslnh will rise up in RRussia. The last two
pagsn of the manuseript are sald to be nlssing,
80 that what Is to happen aftor thecoming of the
Mosslah Is unknown. The Sablans represent
apparently, s very early form of the Christian
Church, for they have far more pointa in com-
mon with it than with Islum, and they hato
the Mohammedans,

Of Bagdad, the so-called Garden of David, and
under the Ahbassid (Caliphs the capital of Inlam,
wo lenrn that it still has over two hundred
thousand inhabitants, and containe one hun-
dred mosques und (fLy public bathe, It les on
hotl banks of the Tigris, the Sunnis and Chrle-
tian traders dwelling on tho eastorn side; on the
western shore Jive the Shishe, the Peralan
colony that looks after the shrincs of Kerbela
and Hazlmalum; hers, too, s Haroun-al-ltas-
chld’s house sl the tomb of his favorite wife,
Zobelda, Tho two banks aro ususlly connected
by s bridge of boats, but, when Mr, Blgham was
there, all the Inter-riparian trafMo wos car-
ried on Ly means of small lsunches and
gophers, the bridge baving been waahed
away by the floods. BHoth the garrl-
son  and the populace hwdl been sel Lo
work (rom dawn to sunsot agalnst the flood, it
belng, wa aro told, & eustom of the clty not to
levy taxos, but to exccute oll public works by
forcod Inbor.  Aflor throe duys the waters wont
downa lttle nod the bazanrs were opened. Our
traveller walled throngh thelr fine avenuen,
erowded with people and well stocked with
shawia, siliks, belts, gold und allver clothe, bo-
aldes many Chaldean and Assyrian relles, Many
of the latter, It pppenrs, are genuine, but tha
Jows and Armenlans devote themsolves to the
work of fmitatlon with so much fngenulty that
only a connolsseur should risk buying. The
fipest building on ke Turkish or Arab
elde of BHogdad s the BSoeral, the Gov-
ernor's  palace, which loeludes all  the
Government offices, Lhe law courts, the Custom
House, and pollee burosus, The trado of the
place lles chlefly tn tho hands of three European
firms, thoae of Lynch, Holte, and Bessoon. Con-
sulatos nre maintalned by England, Germany,
Busala, France, Austrla, BHwitzerlond, the
United Blates, and Peorsla, As at Bussorab,
Turkish Is the oMcisl and Arablo the popular
tonure. The finust mosgue Iu Bagdad is that of
Kazlmalm, on the Shinh side of the river, where
two of the boly lwnme ure buried. The grest
place of Interost, bhowever, is Kerbela, &
small town lying sbout slzty mlles wost
of RBaydad, Hero sare burled Hudern and
Magsan, the twe saloted sons of All, the

Prophet's eousln and succossor. Huseyn was
killed hare by order of the Oaliph Omar, and the
place (8 atill the real centre of the Shiah rell-
glon. “Kerbdlal,” the title glven to A man who
has mado the pllgrimage to Kerbels, Is more
eatoemed n Persla than “Haljl,” tho designa-
1lon of & pligrim to Meoon. The great differonce
betwoen the two socts of Sunnis and Shinhs
I8, ns wo havo said, that the Bhlahs recelve
All an the direct successor of Mohammed,
and as the fimt Callph, while Lhe Hun-
nin interpose Abu Bekr. and Omar, and Inalst
that All was only the thitrd on the roll.  The Sun-
nis also belleys that the caliphate has de-
soonded through the dynosties of the Ommiads
and the Abbassids to the Ottoman Bultan, who
Is now the orthodox Amlr el Muminim, or
Commandor of the Fafthful. The Shiahs, on
the other hand, maintain that the vight line of
doseent wan from All through his sons, Hassan
and Huseyn, to the Twolve Holy Imana, the last
of whom disnppoared In the twelfth contury.
Wo ropoat that the Bhiahs belleve that this
Imom fa still Hving and that he will eventually
roturn o8 the Mahdi and rightful Messlah of
Inlnm. His coming wan prodicted by the Prophot
in the following passago of the Koran, which
wan held to justify the elaims of the alloged
Mahdl who took Khartum, whose successor,
or Khalifa, is now ruling al Omdorman, The
possago rune thus: " When you sen black bau-
nera coming out of Khorasan, go forth and join
them, for the Imam of God will bo with those
banners, and his namo is 12 Mahdl, He will fill
tho world with equily and justice," Holding
theso viows, tho Peralans, of course, do not look
upon the Shnh as anything more than thelr tom-
poral soveroign; among them tho real powaor les
in the hands of the Molinhs, whoso chioef lives nt
Korbeola. In Kurdistan, there are even somo
who say that Ali ls God, nnd among orithodox
Perslans the greatest rollgious event of the
whole year ia the tenth day of Muharrem, the
anniversary of the murder of Husoyn by the
Caliph Choar, Wanre told that no ono who has
not witnessed this coremony cnn reatizo to what
lengths the usually impassive Orfenial enn be
carried by religious enthusinam, In Azerbajan
Europeans generally keop to their housea the
wholo of the tenth Muharrem, ns the moband
tho soldiery nre In a atate of nncontrollable
frenny. Reverencing All and his sonsas thoey
do, it ia not surprising that the Parsinns profer
to make pllgrininges to Kerbela or Meshoil,
where the eighth Imam, Riza, is buried, Mecea
being so much further away and given over to
the Bunnis, with whom they have little in com-
mon. Pilgrimages 1o one of the two shrines
mentionod sot out every yeanr from all the
big towns in Persia, tho men often taking
their families with them. They move very
slowly by day marches to their destinn.
tlon, preceded by a man with o red fag.
They stay at Kerbela or Meshed almost n
month, the richer pllgrims offering gifts at the
shtine, and the poorer collooling relies. Then
they ot out on the tedious way home again,
with the right to bear the title of Kerbelul, or
Meahedl, and with & certainty of sternal salva-
tlon, Mr, Higham met many caravans of pile
grims, aud he says that they always secmed
devout and in earnest about thelr journey.
Their worst hardship is the extravagant de-
mands made by officials on the road in return
for a passport. It is manifest that theso rival
pligrimages do much to keep up the hatred that
exists between the Turks and the Persians,

.

We have mentioned that Mr. Bigham, after
travelling from Bayazid to Teheran, travorsed
Poraia from north to south, thence passing into
Irak Arabl. From the last-named reglon ho
procesded throngh Kurdistan and Khorasan to
Meshed, from which eity he entered Russian Tur-
kestan, visited Bokhars, Samarkand, and went
through Ferghana, across the Alal range into
Chinn, terminating his journey in this diree-
tion at Kashgar, whence ho travelled north across
the Steppe until he reached a station onthe
trans-Siberian Railway. In the present notlce
wo shall mainly touch, so far as Poraia is con-
cornad, upon what he saw at Iasargadm and
on Lhe asites of Persepolis, Susa, and Eo-
batana. On his way southward from Ispa-
han, when he had reached a point soine sev-
onty miles boyond Abadeh, he entered the plain
of Pasargadm, on whick are the ruins of a very
ancient city and the tombof Cyrus the Great.
Cyrus bullt the city on the site of his great wic-
tory over Astyages, the Mede, and it subass-
quently became one of the royal citles of the
Achmmenian dynnsty, the kings of which wore
crowned here. Alexander the Great visitad it
on bis return from India in 334 B, (!, and found
the tomb rifled of its treasures. The ruins, of
course, cannot be compared with those at Por
sepolis, but they seem to be interesting enough.
Thereis a half-ruined wall, n square arch about
thirty feet high, s big pillar with n rocess like n
sontry box in it, and s cuneiform inscription cut
above, Ona mound not far off is a tall, slender
column nearly thirty-filve feet high, I'he sights
of the place are the pillar and tomb of Cyrus
The pillar stands away from the road, and is
eloven feet high., It is of hewn stone, and is en-
graved with a picture of a four-winged and
crowned king, supposed to be the only
authentie portrait of Cyrua in existence,
According to Mr. Bigham the enrving is
very fine, but the foatures nre now almost
complotely worn away. The inscription is cut
intriplicate cuneiform, in Persian, Susian, and
Amoyrian, and reads: “I1 am Cyrus, tho King,
the Achmmenian,” The tomb, which {s nbout n
quarter of m mile from the pillar, and is sur
rounded by agraveyard and a small hamlet, ia
now used as & mosgue. It Is a square building
of polished marble, ralsed on five gigantic stops,
and is about forty feet high. Our traveller
cllmbod up to see the Inslde, which ints of o
chamber about ten feet by eight feet. The walls
are covered with inscriptions In Arablo and
bupng with dirty bits of rag, left as offerings by
the Perslans.

Pursuing his journey through a rocky defile
called Lhe Bangbur, Mr, Blgham found apassace
oul along the face of the rock about sixty feet
above the surfaco of the Polwar River. The
passage is about two hundred yards long snd
three foet broad, The outer edge In n rock
balustrade, beyond which there is n steep prect-
ploe. It In described ne a marvellous plece of
work, which shows what o pitch of enginoering
skill tho Pernluns had ronched undor Cyrusand
Darius. The next day the traveller found him-
self at Fusa, and, after resting, rodo off Lo
Pernepolls, where he found tho toll of a visit to
Porsla amply repald by the spoctacle of evon the
relica of the palace that Cyrus bullt and Alex-
ander burned.

We aro bidden to imagine an lmmense plat-
form about 50 feot high, and with n frontage of
& quarter of a mile, bullt entirely of huge blocks
of hown stone. The two flights of stone steps
which load up to this platform from the ground
are 80 broad and shallow that it is easy to ride
downthem, On tho platform are slx or soven
bufldings, all in o fair atate of preservation,
The roofs, indoed, are gone, nnil some parts of
tho walls have fallen in, but the pillars and
porticos remain stand!ng, and some of the
carvings are sald to bo ms fresh and clear
a8 If tho chisel hod boen used on them but
yesterday, Fourtoen colossal columne, ench
noarly B0 feet high, wvopresont the Hall
of Xerxes. Then there s the Porch of
Xorxea, about vixty feet ligh, fianked by two
wingod bulls, frowning at the plain below, The
paloce of Darfus is full of spirited sculptures
of bunting scones and chorlot races, {oter-
sperscd with portrails of diferent kings sur-
rotunded by attendante. The Hall of the Hun-
Ired Columnas wns desolated by an earthquake,
and is pow only a cbhnos of fallon shafte, archi-
travos, pillars, and cornlces, but weo are told
that (b is still possible to coujure up a ploture
of what {t must have been In 1ts glory. Every-
where Is carved the pecullar winged symbaol
which represenis the god Ormurd, the divine
principle of Ufe, and all around are the
ounelform Insoriptions by which sotiguaries
were long puzeled, but which were eventually
deciphored by Rawllnson. Persepolls was the
state palace of the Achmmenian kings; hore
wore kept the royal treasure and hicre stood the
altars. Thesummer resldence of Lhe kings, as
wo have sald, wan at Ecbatanas, and in the win-
ter they lved at Buna; but on great occaslons
the court always wont lo Porsepolle. Although
mych of the fnest palnce was destroyed by Alex-
andor, the altars and tressure remained here

‘undor the Sabsanian kings Sp to the overthrow
of the Magriah State and the finnl adoption of
Talam, in 051 A. D, 4
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At Digful, noar Shuster, our traveller oblalned
from the Governor an oscort to accompany him
to the ruins of Susa. This was, It seemns, a
neocdful precantion, nn the country In Infestod
by wandering Arabs, who hats Earopeans visit-
ihg thelr rulne from the bellel Lhat they come
to carry off the gold which, nocording to tradi
tion, In buried there. Busa, or Shush, as it is
‘eallod by the Persians, marks the site of throe
distinet oltien, The firat and carliest of those
wah Lhe eaplial of the Elamite kingdom. It was
ealled Bhushinak, and one of its kings wan
Chedorlnomer, who relgned about 2000 B, C,
This city was Inid wasta by Assurbanipal,
King of Asayria, In 045 B, C. One hundrad and
forty yoars later it was rebuill by Darins, the
son of Hystaspes, This palace was destroyed by
fire, and another was erocted by Artaxerxes T1.
in 400 B, (.7 It was In this one, *at Bhushan In
the Paloee,”" that Daniel saaw the vialon of tho
ram, Hera, nlso, the Jowlsh maiden, Esther,
was beloved by Ahasuoras, now fdentified with
Artaxerxes, and here was sitnatod the groat
winter residones of the Achmmenian kings.
Alexandor destroyed Shushan {n 333 1A, €, fAind-
Ing In ith vanlts inealeunlable treasures. Finally
the city was rebitilt in 200 A. D. by
Hapor 1L, and fourished for some time
as Lhe capital of the Bussanian monarchs,
With the deeay of thelr dynasty, howevor,
the elty fell into rulns, and nothing now ro-
mainn of It but n long mound surrounded by
hillocks, which Is supposed to bave bean Lthe
cltadul, Close by flows tha river Shauv|, pre-
sumably the Ulal of Danlel, which ran through
the marke: place. The Ketkhah or Khonspons
on the wost and the Khorates on the oast hor-
derod the walla, so the dinmeler of the city must
have boen over two milles. To the south lie flat
groen plaine, which may have bern the royal
deer park where young Cyrus hunted, Mr.
Bigham elimbed up the mound and found
fragments of brick and  pottery, beautd-
fully = colored; thess Intter were doubt-
lets of no Inter date thui the Hassanlan
epoah. The relles of the oldor clties lle deepor
down, Itscoms thal the traces of Diculafoy's
excavatlons are plainly visible, His ohief finds,
the friezes of the archers and Lhe llons, nre now
in the Louvre, and are the finest known sxam-
ples of Babylonian enamelling on brick. Near
the mound s the reputod tomb of Danlel, an
old square structure of stone, long ago rifled
and allowed to fall inte deeay., Un the river
bank Is & new end gawly shrine, put up to the
nadpt by the moldern faithinl,

It was on his way northeastwarnl from Hag-
dnd to ‘Leharan that Mr, Bigham Inspected
what fs Inft of Echntana. He tells us that
not long after he lert Ker hab, he p 1
Bebiutun, where Scmiramis ls supposed to
have bullt a city, and then came to Knnga-
var, n queer little walled Lown, burled in
n clump of bleachoed poplars, Next, he had to
Cross A pass ovor nine thousand feet high, in
decp snow and s furlous wind, Once over the
vass, & gallop of about twenty miles brousht
him to Humadan, the moat lofty city in Persin.
Hamadan §s the anclent Ecbatana, and is sald
to have been bullt by Dejocen in T00 B, €. Tt
was the capital of Medin, and the original clty
possessed peven distinet encelntes, of which the
ounter one was colored white., the next one
blmek, the mext purple, the next blue, and
tho last threo orange, silver and gold re-
spoctively. Iuside the seventh and Inmoat wall,
Iny the royal palace, where Astyages, grand-
father of Cyrus, had reigned. The population of
Ecbatann is now about 50,000, composed of Per-
slans, Armeninns, Kurds, and Jews. Thoe Intter
do o flourishing trade in counterfelt relles, and
enjoy some prestize through a shrine where
Esther and Mordecal are supposed to hbave been
buried. Tnside the tomb are two profuscly f
carved wooden sarcophagi, with an inscription |
to the effect that repalrs were mmade in 830 A, D, |
The saints’ bodles are nlleged to rest in a vault |
beoeath, but Mr. Bigham says that, when ono
looks through the narrow hole in the floor
above, thera is nothing to bo seen in the dim
light. Neverthaless, the tombs are supposed to
be the most aathentic in Persin, and are vene-
rated by Moslemns an well ns Jews,

Another somewhat memorable place vislted
by onur rraveller while on his way to Meshed wan
Dianghan, in Khorasan, which disputes with
Shahrad the distinction of belng the site of the
angient Parthinan capital, the real name of which
inlost, but which the Greeks ealled Hoeatompy-
loa. It waa there that Alexander found the dead
hody of Duriue, and it s also famous as being |
tho place where Nadir Shah finally boal the
Afghans in 1720, There Is here an Arab brick
minaret dating from the tenth contury, The
position of Shaurud, also visited by our nuthor,
in remarkable. To the north lie the great snow-
covered mountains of the Shahrud range, and
to the south tho almost boundless wasles
of the Salt Desert. Three roads meeot here,
one from Meshed, another from Teheran, and
another from tho Caspian, which, a little south
of Astrabad, leads over o narrow and easily de-
fended mountain pass. An army stationed at
Shabrod would command the approachea from
the soa, and at the sawe time effectually prevent
any junction botween forces operating in Khora-
san and the west, We are told that, with nlittle
skliful engineering, the road from Astrabad
coulil easily be made passable for artillery, or at
least for light fleld guns. No doubt the Russians
realizo tho strategie importance of the place; It
is cortainly dominated by Hussl infl
Shahrud was unquestionnbly ono of the great
clties of tho Parthlan emplre, if it was not the
capital itsolf.

A chapter In devoted to Menhed, the great city
Iying near the Persian border of Afghanistan and
Iussian Turkestan; It 1s 530 miles from Tehe-
ran, Our travellor rode Into it up the Khineban
avenue, the longest stralght street in Persis, at
the top of which a chain la stretched seross an
archway to protect the shrine of the eighth
Imam Riza from the sacrilegious foot of the Eu-
rop The g finn of this shrine Is the
greateat personnge In the clity, and is able to
keep up greater state than the Governor of
Khomsan himsclf, sincoe he hoas st his com-
mand the immense revenues of the shrine,
the * Vakuf,” or endowments of which
comprise lands and taxes aill over Per
s, Although thoe ITmam Riea wins killed in
the ninth eentury, by the Callph Mamun, son of
Haroun-al-Raschid, it was not till 1330 that the
sbrine becamo celebrated. When tho Sefadi
dynnsty ndoptod the Shinh faith as the State
roliglon of the vmplre, Meshod at once rose into
prominence, and is now one of the chiof objec-
tivesof pllgrimegn to Persians, ranking, ns we
havo sald, immedlately after Mecen and Ker-
bela. All worts of privileges are enjoyed by the
pligrime during thelr stay In Moshed, The
principal one (s that of niaking temporary mar-
riagen, the contract being operative from one
day 1o pinety-nine years, and terminable
at the busband's discrotion, A fee Ia
pald to the Mollah who perfurms the
coromony, which Is, it seems, merely a thin vell
over a prostitution which st once makes the
place nttxactive and puts money into the priests’
pockots, The mosque which containg the saint’s
tomb is surrounded by s sacred precinct or
“bast,” a quarter of n mile square, all the ene
trances to which aro murkod by chains strung
acrogs the rond. Beyond these no Furopean
niny go, but we wsre told that it would be easy
to dofy the regulation in disguise, The Sabu,
or loner courl, cootaine the shrine, with its
wilded dowe and two minarets, The so-
called gilding, which was once composed of
thick gold plates, I now only of copper, The
shrine tself, however, ia still beautitully deco-
rated. Near It stands s mosque, bullt in 1440,
with s magnificent arch and a blue dome. Fit-
teon miles Lo the north of Meshoed les Toow, the
ancient seat of Perslan governmont, where For-
dusl s burfed, He wan born in 840 A. D., and
Uyed ot thoe court of Mahmud of Ghuzni, for
whom bo wrote In Pehlovl or ancient Persinn
his great work, the “Shab Nameh," or history
of the kiuge of Persla. The langusge of the
book is sald to be so pure that it contains but
two Arabio words,
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Ebiva our traveiler did not see, tor it lay con-
widernbly north of his route, and the rulns of
Mory ho passed in tho night time. But 'ho so-
Journed for awhile at Bokhara, Bawnrkand, aud

Khokand, and penotrated, as we have mid,
Knashgar, in Chinese Turkestan, Of the Russian
rallway running from the Casplan by way of
Ankabad and Morv to Bamarkand snd Tash
kond, our nuthor roports that thore In only &
singlo track, and the rolling stock in fiot of Lhe
nowost make. Theoarriagos have corsidors and
n wagon restaurant attachod. Only threo ox-
presa traine run s woeek, and these are always
crowded with passongers. Tho Govornment of-
ficinln travel socond claes, the merchants and
the better sort of peasants third class, and the
groat mass of Turcomans, Khirghis, and poor
Itusnian Inborers fourth class, in cnrriages ke
long eattle trucks, with flat shelves running
along them, on which men, wotnon, and childron
lle huddled up with thelr bagmuage. 1t socms
that tho face of the country ahanged nas soon ns
the train had run through tho country of the
Tokke Turcomans nnd bad reached the fortile
strip of 1and which borders the Oxus, (taolf the
frontier of the protectod State of Hokhara, All
the lnnd was thencoforth undor cultivation, ex-
oept for o ahort strotoh of sand hilla near
Karahul, Evidently moany changes have
takon place In  Husslan  Turkestan asince
Behuyler desoribod it somo twonty yoars ago.
Thero are now, wo lonrn, twn HDokharas, the old
and the new, and Mr. Digham predicts that
Bokhnra the Noble will soon bocomo o ruin like
Marv, for all the exioting notlvlly contres In the
rinoteenth contury mushroom town which hos
sprung up with the rallway. Onoce Bokhara was
the wost important of the Contral Asia Khan-
aten, and, although its political powor hne van-
fshed, it retaing commercinl Importance and is
otill the renl contre of commerso in Turkestan,
althoigh tho Ruksinag are trying to transfor the
trade of the coplital to thelr own town, Samnrs
kanid, This they purpose to do hy earrying off the
wittars of Lho Oxus, which formerly mado Bok-
huera no (rultful and beautitnl, to Samarkand,
Hokhara Is still celobrated for it fruits, and we
nro Lold that ita silks are rarely excolled out of
Chine.  Waros from Peraia, Afghnnistan, Chinn
nnd Earope still come hero, and tho ailks and
fruits of Bokhars are wold In the markols of
Dolli, Cabul and Nijni Novgorod. The inhabit.
nnts, Sarts or Bokbarlotes, speak o bastard Per
slan, bat in religion they are pure Sunnis, and,
even now, look to the Bnltan In Stambounl nas
their Caliph, The Amir nsed wlways lo ot
an investiture from Constantlnople as ** Reja-i-
Din," or Guardinn of Rellgion, but the Mussian
protectorate hns stopped that. Ouwur travoller
drove jnto old Bokhara tho day afier his arrival
and mot on the way some of the dignitaries rid-
Ing out. on horses or donkeys. Thoy wore attired
In brilliant red or yellow siriped silk robes;
they wore largo white turbans on tholr hoads
atul sat on worgeously embroldered saddle
cloths, ‘Mr, Digham says that most of theso
Bokhariote dignituries were very handsome
mon, und they were all superbly mounted, the
donkeys being pure white and as woell bred
us the horses. Tho mud-battlemented wall is
entored through a gate in good repalr,
inside of which o guard of the Amir's soldiers
aro lounging. Tho colors in the bazanrs aro
described na splondidgglie braas pots and pans
glitterod In the sun, o blue-tiled domes of
the mosques and the groen waters of the marble
washing tanks caught the light and rivalled the
sllks in their shifting hues. On all sides our
author saw, by the side of wclear-cut Por-
sinn  features, queer, ugly, Mongolinn faccs
which added to tho picturesqueness of
tho mcene. All  the women wore blus
vells reaching to the waists, thus leaving
their reputation of being the lovellest women in
the world entirely safo, Standing on the steps
of the ark or palace, which was monated, Mr,
Bigham remarkod just below him on the right a
wooden cage in which s huge striped tiger wns
pacing up nnd down, Tho animal was the prop-
erty of the Amir, and hud been cooped up thero
for seven years. Of tho Amir's palace wo are
merely told that it Is a Jarge stueco building, lnv-
ishly decorated inside with rough painting in
blue, green, and red,

A much more minute description Is glven of
the historle and logendary city of Samarkand,
which for so many centuries wan inaceessible to
Europenns. That Samarkand s a very anclent
city is beyond dispute.  According to Persinn
legends, Afrosind, the mythieal King of Turan,
was Ita founder. In historical times Alux-
ander conquered it, and its palsce was the
scone of Clitus's murder, Subsequently it be-
cama ono of the leading cities of the
Grmco-Bactrisn dynasty, untll & nomad tribe
called the Quetehjli seized the kingdom. In
500 A. D. a Nestorian Bishop bullt a ecathe-
dral here, and, two centurios later, the seo be-
came motropolitan.  In %10, the Arabs con-
quered it, and introduced Islam. Tho two
religionn fought for the wastery until the middle
of the thirteenth century, when Christinnity
vanished, and since then Samarkand has been
n centre of the purest Mohammedanism. For six
coenturies lts doctors of law bave been renowned
for the severity of their tencls and the arrogance
of thelr orthodoxy. To this day * Tawazon 1
Samarkandi ¥ (the bumility of the Samar-
kandl) is an ironieai proverb, Here rival
expounders of the Koran, the Ulemas
and the Mufiis thronged o eplit hairs over the
meaning of obscure possagoes, Here Tamerlane
was crowned and the great Babor; then a suce
cossion of Uzbeg and Chagatl Khans fought
over Samarkand for three centuries, and it
finally fell under the ltussinn yoke in 1864, It
is now the head of one of the provinces of Tur-
kestan. The district hos always been renowned
for ita populous and fertile villagos., Since the
annexation by Russin the city bhas been greatly
improved nnd beautified ; it is now described us nn
oxcellent exnmple of & Russo-Tartar town, There
aro long avenucs and paths planted with troes,
model barracks, a few shopa aod inns and oative
bazasrs, which are clean. The water of the town
s brought from the Zarafshan and the Oxus,
and the irrigation works are admirable, The
inhabitants consist mainly of Sart Moslems
speaking Tajik or Tartar Persian. They are
qulet, well-bohnved, ugly people, good Sunnia,
and onece hind the reputation of being both merry
and lterary.

Among Lhe historical buildings the most Inter
esting Is the Gur Amir, built by Timur the
Lame, or Tamerlane, for his mausoleum, Ho
les burled in o corved black marble sarcophbas
gus, slde by side with his grandsons, Jehnngir
and Uleg Beg., Tho tomb itself is neither muog-
pificent nor beautiful, though ita associatious
make it lmpressive., On the other band, the
Bhah Zendeh is pronounced the most glorfous
mosque in Asin. It was built by Tamorlane in
honor af Zendeh, who converted Samaorkand to
Islam. Tho colored tlles, tho mosaic, the gold
tracery and the wool carvings are describod
as wonderful. Further on is the mosque of Bibi
Khapnum, now a ruin.  Bibi was the daughter of
the Emperor of Chinw and Tamerlnue’s fuvorite
wife, The mosque is enld to have been bullt
after bher own deslgn, und no doult roproduced
the glories of Pekinnnd Combulu, The Rogistan,
or Gireat Square, however, seems 1o bo the imost
impressive featuro of Sumarkand. It {s o huge
quadrangle, three sides formoed by domed and
minnreted corridors, the fourth by a bazanr; the
middle of the open apace ia dlled with mwor
chants, camel drivers, and podidlors. The col-
leges woero onee seminaries of loarning, but
now they are mercly caravansarivs for tho re-
ceplion of students and pllgrime. Souio of the
old decoration still survives and is depictod e
very beautiful. Thore are froscovs anil inserip-
tions in blue and gold on the wally, iflutod pil-
lars, and fiying archen.  As you wiulk along you
see “wludenta” squntting silently before the
doorn of Hitle stono volls, Tho lust thing Mr,
Bigham saw in Bamarkond was the Kok Tasa,
or large greon slone, on which Tamerlane wos
crownod, Tt stands in the old oitade), snd poar
1t 18 the font, on the edge of which walefactors’
heads were cut off,
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A word should bo said aboul tho great rivers
of Centrial Asls, Lhe Oxus, or Amu Darya, and the
Hyr Darya, formierly known as the Joaxarton
The Russion eogincers hovo on foot u notabls
schoemo to turn the Oxus, which now Nows into
tho soutbern vnd of the Aral Sou, back Into lis
original course, when it would flow iuto the
Caspian, Tho ancient bed ls stlil visible, and a
Russian expedition Lo lately oxplored 1t If the
Oxus coulil be mudo 1o resiniie ILs former chun-
nel two i portant results would follow: First, &
wator way would be opened from the Cusplan
Into the northonstern corner of Afghanistan,
for the Oxus risce closs by Cabul; sucondly, the

great Kara Kum desert wonld be transformes
from A barren plain Into a fertils cornfleld, Thy
report of the Ruseian ouginears has not beew
prbllslied, and It is, therefore, an yet unknowe
whether the schamas [n practionblo; If it eonly
be carrlod out, the benelit to the rulcrs and g,
habitania of the country would be enormona
The imwonse watorway known an the Syr Daryy,
of Jaxartes, rivos{n the Tianshan Mountalng, and
fMows westand north until it discharges ({a st prg
Into the northern end of the Aral Soa. Diuringihe
Inst part of [ta 1,000-imile oaturso it s navigalis,
but, as it Is fce-bound for four montbs in 1he
yonr, Mr, Righam does not deem (. Hkely to he
come of great commercial importance, 1t 1y
woll known that in the legenduary lore of eantrp)
Asla the Oxus and Jaxarien are [dentifNled with
twoof the rivers of Eden, the Pamir boing supe
posod to be Lhe aite of the Garden.

Khokand, whore our traveller stayed a night,
means * Boartown," be tells us, and wild plesnrg
still plentiful in tho covers which surround the
clty. It was formerly the capltal or the aticieng
Khanate of Khokand, and was annexed iy
Skobole in 1876, Cotton, sllk, grain nnd rice
are the chiof Industries: noarly all the papar
uend In central Asin Is made from Khokany
rice, 'The population of the city s sald 15
be about 100,000, st least a qunrinr op
whom asuffer from goltre. The fineat holjd.
ing In the city in the Khan's palace op
citadel. It s In good repalr, and the
faiade, approached by a sloplng slons ramy, (s
gorgeously ennmelled in blue and greon. The
tilings of the dome and the palntings on the min.
arcls are also very pleturesque, and aro thrown
into rolief by the whitewashed barracks, There
are {wo protty mosquos and a fine rquare In
which stands the palace. the posthouss, ang s
small hotel, The town was once ealled the
* Dolightful,” and Mr. Bigham thought that |n
some ways it still desorvesthotitle. The peopls
dresa in bright clothes, the Sarta chiefy 1
rod, and the children stick red or el
low floweras behind thelr ears, which glve
on odd look to their little wizensd faces. The
gardens of the town are full of mulberry trees,
cultivatod for silk worms, and the whole town,
with ita Eastern ploturesquoncas and Iussing
fmprovements, afforded s pleasing contrast 1o
most of tho halting places in Ferghana, The
most easterly town in Rusalan Turkestan ay
which the author stopped on his route to Kaghe
gar was Osh, which claims to be the anclent AJe
exandreshata, the eastern lHmit of the mighe
fost march on record, and tradition recounts
ihat here Bacchus, Hercules, Semiramis, and
Cyrus all bullt altars and offered sacrifices, Mr,
Bigham says that the traveller can eanlly unders
stand how a General would be baffled by the
barrier of mountains on the sast, north, and
south. Probably the tracks over them now are
very much what they were In Aloxander's day;
difMeult enough for a small caravan and Impos.
siblo for a large army.

Osh and Kashgar are practieally at the same
altitude, 5,000 feot, but between them !les an
Immense mountain wall. The ascent wha very
steep, and the track, searcely elghteen Inches
wide, the only safe foothold. At 11,000 fest gys
traveller reached the regular snow line, and he
describes thoe view from the summit, where (g
anerold reglstered 14,500 feot, as the most glo-
rious thing ho hos beheld. Stretehing away
to the wsouth were the great pesks
of the Alal and Pamir ranges, nand herand
them could be distingulshed Mounts Kiril Agrn
and Kaulmann, which rise respectively 1o
22,000 and 23,000 fect, From the Periian bar
der to the Russian frontier fort of Irkestan, our
author computod that he had traveliod over
1,000 miles in twenty-four days, including stoj-
pages. On the hill just above Irkestan waa
stiick up tho Chinese frontier post, an old
wooden board with celestial characters (n-
scritod on It. Thenceforth the traveller was
in the Middle Kingdom. Five daye aller
passing the frontier Mr. Bigham found him-
self nearing Kashgar amid gardens of cloves
and mulberries, which emelt sweetly a long wnr
off. There are, it soems, two Kaahgare, the old
and the new. In theold town lve the Chinese
Governor and the clvil officials, but the majority
of its inhabitants are Turki-Mobhammedaas.
The new city is about five miles distant, and ts
entirely Chineso, It contains the barracks and
some rhops, besides the palace where the mil-
ftary commander of the province lves. , The
history of EKashgar s less interesting than thas
of the Khanates further west. The earliesh
records date back to the time of the Han
dypasty, and it is sometimes identified with
the Kasin Regia, to which Ptolemy alludes
a8 in ‘‘the country of Scythia beyond the
Imaus." In the tenth century Islam became
the faith of the resident Tartars, and, al
though it received asevere check from Jeng-
his Khan's invasion, it has always remained the
dominant religion of the country. Our suthor
#aya the natives are a religlous, moral people,
and by no means bigoted. They are Sunuis,
looking upon tho Sultan as their lawful Caliph,
They know nothing of him, indeed, except thas
be lives "at Stambul in Rum," but they vague
Iy connect him with the glory of the anclens
Roman empire, and respect him accordingr.
1t will be remembered that, in 1862, Hashgar,
which had fallen into the bands of the Chiness
after the decay of Tamerlane's succossors, be-
came an independent kingdom. The Tungand
tribes and Mohammedan Tartars rose under
Yakub Heg, turned out their oppressors, and
established an autonomous State, Embassicg
were sent to Calcutts and Constantinople, and
in return Yakub Beg received a firman from the
Sultan, with the title of Amir el Muminim, or
Commander of the Faithful, and a Neense to
offer up public prayer in the mosques
Emissaries from Indla and from Russin
also acknowledged Yakub as King of Kash-
karia. Unluckily for his subjoots, he was mus
dered In 1870, after having governed wisely
for fourteen years. His sons having quarrelled
about the suee the Chi regained pos
session, and have been established in Kashgar
for about twenly years. They are detested, (¥
soems, by the natives as pagan oppressors, and
there are frequent rebellions which necessitate
the presonce of a foree of 3,000 Chinese soldiers
in the province. The Influence of Hussia le
powerful, and the Chineso tremble before It
The natives, knowing how well thelr brothers
in Ferghona and Siberia are governed by
tho Russians, look upon the Iatter as tholr natu-
ral protectors, and the Tunssian Consul-General
in called *Lerol do Kashgar" by his frienda.
We learn, lastly, that Knshgarla, or Sin Chisng,
in by no menns s fertile country. It |s sald thas
the desert encroaches year by year, and the
unsottled state of political affalrs prevents
the people from taking much pains aboeus
the enltivatlon of the land, The provinve
wiretches  from  Ttusaln  and Dzungarin on
the north to Kashmir on the south; b
Is bouaded on the cast by the desert of
Gobl and the mountains of Thibet, The populas
tion is over two millions, but of these only five
thousand are Chinese, the rest belng Kirghis,
Turkis, Tunganis, and Mongols, Tho eity of
Koshgar Is at least two thousand miles from
Pekin, but our author asserta that [ast courlors
ean in olght doy< rlde to the eapital, This scems
Inerediblo enotgh, ut it s salld thst o message
ean bie flashed By boncons i twenty-four hours.
We now take leave of this lnteresting volume,

merely noting thut when the author entered

Europenn Hussin on June 20, 1866, ho had beon

in Aeln eleven months, durlog whish time he

Dad teavelled = 207 wikles, 4,008 of which he had

rididen vn bordehinek, M, W, ML
N) LETTER WRITER,

Fucts Mr. Gobblebhy Cam Siate, but FLelter

Writiug as an Art Hle Dossn't Un@erstand.

“1U'm no letter writor," said Mr, Gobbleby, "1
can nay: "Yours of the 30th Inst. came dnlr
to hand," and I can say ‘we've heen having
somo prelty fine weather lntely, but we are lonk-
Ing now for m change, Johnny cut himsalf bad
youlerday with bis new jockkuife, 2Mary's new
drens fhts her beautitully, Mary has tho meanlos,
Johnny {s Just getting over tho whooping coug
Willio I8 down with the eroup, wud Jape had ta

stoy home from school to-day on accouat of “he
carache, Mother has w touch of the asthis
ngnin, but otherwine wo ara all woll," Tean b
Lthesa plag wits wall enough, but when 1ge3

o the oned of tiat | hove to stop

* Mt vou know  sopie folks ean @0
right on, « as rolling off a log, tall, talk, tais,
talk, snd bave so much to say they have to ciine
cross the lottor when they gel to the pnd ! Soms
1hlnﬁ J never could do and never could u
Ll
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